
THIS WORK IS A RECOLLECTION; A COLLABORATION BE-
TWEEN DREAMS AND REALITIES. IT IS THE MATING OF THE 
SPIRITUAL AND THE PHYSICAL IN TIME AND SPACE. IT IS A 
PORTAL TO INHERITED VISIONS; A LOOK AT THE COMPLEX 
MANIFESTATION OF WHO WE CONTINUE TO BECOME. IT IS A 
RITE OF PASSAGE; AN INVITATION THAT PRESENTS AN OP-
PORTUNITY FOR INTROSPECTION. IT IS BOTH MEMORY AND 
WONDER; AN ODE TO OUR FOREBEARS AS INFLUENCED BY 
SHARED (AND PERSONAL) STORIES OF THE VOICES THAT 
HEAL OUR DREAMS, HANDS THAT MOULD OUR BEING AND 
THE SHOULDERS WE CONTINUE STANDING ON; FIRMLY, AS WE 
EXPERIENCE THE REBIRTHING INTO THE SEERS WE WERE 

CREATED TO BECOME.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

MUSA HLATSHWAYO IS A MULTI-AWARD WINNING PERFORM-
ING ARTIST, CHOREOGRAPHER, CREATIVE/ ARTISTIC DIREC-
TOR OF HIS OWN COMPANY; MHAYISE PRODUCTIONS. HIS 
WORK EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF AFRICAN (BLACK) 
BODIES AND IDENTITIES WHILE CELEBRATING THE INTERSEC-
TIONALITY BETWEEN CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN STORYTELL-
ING AND DANCE ACTIVISM THROUGH PERSONAL AND POLITI-
CALLY CONSCIOUS PERFORMATIVE INSTALLATIONS. HIS EX-
PERIENCE OF MORE THAN TWO DECADES HAS SEEN HIM RE-
SEARCH, CREATE, STAGE, PRODUCE AND DIRECT CUT-
TING-EDGE AND SOCIO-POLITICALLY CONSCIOUS CONTEM-
PORARY DANCE THEATRE WORK THAT HAS WON HIM MANY 

ACCOLADES ON NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL STAGES.

SOME OF HIS MAJOR ACCOLADES INCLUDE;

- THE STANDARD BANK YOUNG ARTIST AWARD FOR DANCE 
FOR THE YEAR 2018

- AN HONORARY AWARD ‘THE ERIC SHABALA DANCE CHAM-
PION AWARD’ BY THE CCA AND JOMBA IN RECOGNITION OF 
HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF DANCE IN KZN

- KZN DANCELINK’S CHOREOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR IN 3 
CONSECUTIVE YEARS

- EXTENSIVE COMMISSIONS AND GRANTS TO CREATE NEW 
WORK BY VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL FESTIVALS

- EXTENSIVE TOURS WITH HIS OWN WORK IN AFRICA, EUROPE 
AND AMERICA.

HIS APPROACH TO CREATIVE CONTEMPORARY EXPRESSION 
AND CHOREOGRAPHY IS STUDIED IN VARIOUS ARTS EDUCA-
TION AND TRAINING INSTITUTIONS WHERE HE CONTINUES TO 
APPEAR AS A GUEST LECTURER, ARTIST IN RESIDENCY AND 
CREATIVE RESEARCHER. HE ALSO FACILITATES ENGAGING 
CREATIVE WORKSHOPS IN ARTS FESTIVALS, SCHOOLS AND 
ALTERNATIVE OR CREATIVE LEARNING SPACES WHERE HE 
FUSES AFROCENTRIC (CONVENTIONAL AND NON-CONVEN-
TIONAL) APPROACHES TO PERFORMATIVE CONTEMPORARY 

AND 
CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC EXPRESSION THAT SEES VOICE AND 

BODY AS ONE.

 JAZZART DANCE THEATRE

52-YEAR-OLD JAZZART DANCE THEATRE IS SOUTH AFRICA'S 
OLDEST CONTEMPORARY DANCE COMPANY AND IT IS REC-
OGNISED FOR ITS POWERFUL INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF DANCE IN THE COUNTRY. ITS PRODIGIOUS CREATIVE 
AND CRITICAL OUTPUT ALLOWS THE COMPANY TO USE 
DANCE AS A TRANSFORMATIVE TOOL TO FULLY INTERRO-
GATE SOCIAL AWARENESS AND CULTURAL INCLUSIVENESS.

JAZZART’S OBJECTIVES ARE ACHIEVED THROUGH AN 
APPROACH OF ‘EDUCATE, COLLABORATE AND CREATE’. EACH 
STEP BUILDS ON THE RAW TALENT AND GROWTH OF EACH 
DANCER AND DEVELOPS THEM INTO WELL ROUNDED, EDU-
CATED, ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE AND CULTURALLY ENGAGED 
ARTISTS. THE COMPANY’S CYCLE STARTS WITH THE 
THREE-YEAR FULL-TIME TRAINING PROGRAMME THAT IS OF-

FERED TO 
TALENTED YOUNG ADULTS FROM COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE 
BEEN HISTORICALLY DENIED ACCESS TO PERFORMING ARTS 
AS A CAREER CHOICE. THE COMPANY’S TRAINING COMBINES 
A STRONG TECHNIQUE WITH A UNIQUELY SOUTH AFRICAN 

DANCE PHILOSOPHY WHICH IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE 
COUNTRY’S DIVERSE CULTURE AND TRADITIONS.

JAZZART IS BASED AT ARTSCAPE IN CAPE TOWN AND EX-
TENDS ITS REACH THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE TO ENSURE 

WIDE ACCESSIBILITY TO ITS PROGRAMMES.


